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PresidentÕs Message 

Remembering the significance of America’s greatest national holiday…

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
Who: the Second Continental Congress 
What: the Declaration of Independence 
Where: Philadelphia
When: July 4, 1776
Why: to declare the thirteen colonies "Free and Independent States... Absolved 
from all Allegiance to the British Crown" of King George III.

The 4th of July, also known as Independence Day, marks the birth of the 
United States of America. It is the anniversary of the day on which the 
Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Continental Congress, 
July 4, 1776; the day our Founding Fathers announced to the world that 
the thirteen colonies no longer belonged to Great Britain. 

A committee of five men, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston were appointed to 
write the document. The first draft of the Declaration was written by 
Jefferson in seclusion. John Adams was the first person to revise the 
document, followed by Benjamin Franklin, and finally by the full 
Congressional Committee. It was altered a total of 47 times before 
independence was declared. Independence was declared on July 2, 
1776, and 39 more revisions to the document followed. John Hancock 
was the first signer of the Declaration of Independence, on July 4, 1776. 
Although the signing of the Declaration was not completed until August, 
the 4th of July has been accepted as the official anniversary of United 
States independence. The Declaration of Independence is on display at 
the National Archives. 
                                                                               Continued on page 2

!! ATTENTION!!

General Membership Meeting

Thursday, July 15, 2010

Featured guest: 

Former Lt. Governor 
Lorraine Hunt-Bono

LOCATION
CafŽ Bleu

1451 Center Crossing Road
Las vegas, NV 89144

  Cost $30,
Member/Assoc. Member  $25

5:30 sign-in/6:00pm call to order

Reservations required 
- on or before -

Friday,  July 9, 2010

NO EXCEPTIONS
Please RSVP to Maureen Karas

at mmkaras@yahoo.com
or 702-233-4884

 
"Here comes the orator! With
his flood of words, and his
drop of reason."

 --Benjamin Franklin
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ARW EXECUTIVE BOARD

Officers

President 
Peggy Micco Koning

1st Vice President - Maureen Karas

2nd Vice President - Cherie Wood

Recording Secretary - Cathy Villani

Treasurer - Stephanie Reeder

Standing Committee Chairs

Achievement Awards - Eleanor Mills 
Americanism - Sinikka Marten 
Budget/Finance - Eleanor Mills 

Boutique - Debbie Leavitt                              
Bylaws - Martha Kimpel

Campaign Activities/Legislation - Melody Howard 
Caring for America - Barbara Altman 

Caring for American Soldiers -                                  
Judy Kelly & Kate Kelly

Chaplain - Vacant
Corresponding Secretary - Vacant 
Fundraising - Bernadette Anthony 

Historian - Vacant 
Hospitality - Jackie Turl

Literacy - Molly Governs 
MELP - Marty Bender 

Newsletter - Kime King-Patraw 
Parliamentary- Kathie Slaughter 
Protocol - Bernadette Anthony 
Publicity- Alice Shillock-Clark                                         
Volunteer Hours - Judy Villa                                       

Webmaster - Iris Stone

* * * * *

Ads, speakers or articles are not meant as candidate 
endorsement since ACTIVE does not endorse 
candidates before a primary election.

Special Dates

• July 4                  Independence Day
• July 6                  ARW Board meeting  
• July 9 & 10         Nevada Republican
                              State Convention
• July 15               ARW Membership Meeting

PresidentÕs message continued

When the Declaration of Independence was 
declared, John Adams wrote this historic letter to 
his wife: 

"I am apt to believe that this day will be celebrated 
by succeeding generations as the great anniversary 
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of 
deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God 
Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and 
parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, 
bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this 
continent to the other, from this time forward 
forevermore."

The first Independence Day celebration took place 
the following year, July 4, 1777, when the night sky 
of Philadelphia lit up with the blaze of bonfires. 
Candles illuminated the windows of houses and 
public buildings. Church bells rang out loud, and 
cannons were shot from ships breaking the silence. 
The city was celebrating the first anniversary of the 
founding of the United States.

As Adams predicted, today we traditionally gather 
with our families and communities to celebrate 
Independence Day with parades, which bring to 
mind the pomp and circumstance of our military, 
and fireworks which symbolize the many canons 
fired and the many lives lost in the battle for our 
independence against Great Britain…surely the 
“bonfires and illuminations” Adams’ intended.

I wonder what the signors of the Declaration of 
Independence would think of the current protectors 
of our independence. And what, pray tell, will the 
111th Congress do to our freedoms next?

Peggy Micco Koning



	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Mark your calendars for our July 15 ARW 
Meeting!  We are so blessed to have as our keynote 
speaker former Lt. Governor Lorraine Hunt-Bono, 
an expert on Nevada economic development and 
tourism.  

Lt. Governor Bono has published several 
editorials, and the Review Journal has printed 
numerous articles on Medical Tourism, an area of 
economic diversification for Nevada.  Las Vegas is 
already home to the Larry Ruvo Brain Institute, a 
member of the Cleveland Clinic Network, and the 
Nevada Cancer Institute.  Add to this the vast Las 
Vegas entertainment and hospitality industry and a 
large, aging baby boomer population, and you may 
have a perfect recipe to assist in keeping our hotel 
rooms and condos full. 

This monthÕs meeting is one you certainly will not 
want to miss.  I hope you will come and learn more 
about our cityÕs future and support such an 
accomplished Republican woman.

I would also like to thank former Senator and 
Nevada Republican Party Chairman Mark Amodei 
for flying to Las Vegas this month for the sole 
purpose of speaking to our club.  And another big 
thank you goes to our Legislative Chair Melody 
Howard for her educational presentation on 
Redistricting in 2011.

	
  Maureen Karas  

1st Vice President

2010	
  PROGRAMS
TO	
  DATE:
JULY	
  15

Former	
  Lt.	
  
Governor	
  
Lorraine	
  Hunt-­‐
Bono

August	
  19
No	
  meeHng

August	
  21
“Damn	
  Yankees”	
  

-­‐Super	
  Summer
Theater	
  2010	
  at
Spring	
  Mountain
State	
  Park	
  

“See	
  website	
  for	
  
details”

P l e a s e	
   e m a i l	
   y o u r	
  
p r o g r a m	
   i d e a s	
   t o	
  
M a u r e e n	
   K a r a s :	
  	
  	
  
mmkaras@yahoo.com



New Member

Please join me in welcoming our newest 
members for 2010:

Monterey Brookman
Roni-Marie Davis
Renee Nohrden

Thank you to our renewed associate
 members for 2010:

Diane Seidlinger

Please remember to renew your 
membership for  2010!

Membership dues for 2010 are $30.00

Thank you all for your active involvement in 
inviting friends and family to join our club

   Any questions, please call me at 
702-480-7151.  Thanks!!  

Cherie Wood
 2nd Vice President

It has come to our attention that some of you are not 
receiving our emails which announce our meetings, 
our Newsletter, etc.  Some email subscribers such as 
AOL, Embarqmail,  and Cox will automatically block 
email subscription services, or they will send them to 
your junk mailbox.  If you are not receiving our 
emails through our new Email Management Program, 
please check your junk mail box and mark us as a 
safe sender, or you can go to our website 
www.ac t i ve repub l i canwomen- lasvegas .com 

Newsletter section and subscribe to the service.  

ARW Newsletter Articles

Any articles wishing to be included in the ARW 
newsletter must reach me by the third Monday of that 
month for publishing and approval.  

ARW Bylaws state:
Membership dues are payable by the January 
membership meeting. Any member who has 
not paid dues by March shall be delinquent 
and non-payment by April 1st will constitute 
loss of membership privileges.

Introduction to the Mamie Eisenhower Library Project
2010 List

Every year the National Federation of Republican Women 
publish the Mamie Eisenhower Library Project (MELP), a list 
of recommended and outstanding books reßecting 
Republican philosophy and ideals.  The 2010 List features 
books about our American history with the theme this year 
being, Ò Our History Is our FutureÓ.  There is something on 
this list for Republicans including diverse topics for all ages.  
It canÕt be stressed enough for ARW members to become 
informed about our American historical roots through 
comprehensive reading.  By reading we can Þnd out where 
we have been as a country and from there plan our future 
to become better informed voters.
See the website for more information. 

http://www.activerepublicanwomen-lasvegas.com/
http://www.activerepublicanwomen-lasvegas.com/


Our	
  Fourth	
  of	
  July	
  Beach	
  Party	
  Campaign	
  got	
  a	
  great	
  response	
  from	
  
our	
  troops.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  received	
  emails	
  from	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  soldiers	
  
expressing	
  how	
  much	
  they	
  appreciate	
  our	
  support	
  and	
  that	
  we	
  
would	
  take	
  the	
  @me	
  to	
  send	
  them	
  things.	
  	
  We	
  even	
  received	
  a	
  great	
  
troop	
  picture	
  from	
  MaB	
  Dowler	
  who	
  is	
  serving	
  in	
  Afghanistan.	
  	
  He	
  
is	
  a	
  close	
  family	
  friend	
  of	
  Stavros	
  &	
  BernadeBe	
  Anthony.	
  	
  We	
  also	
  
sent	
  goodies	
  to	
  Judge	
  Michael	
  &	
  Cathy	
  Villani’s	
  son	
  who	
  is	
  currently	
  
in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  rewarding	
  to	
  know	
  that	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  dona@ons	
  
were	
  very	
  much	
  needed	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  a	
  great	
  morale	
  booster	
  from	
  
home.	
  	
  Unfortunately,	
  many	
  of	
  our	
  brave	
  soldiers	
  do	
  not	
  get	
  care	
  
packages,	
  so	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  way	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  take	
  care	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  
protect	
  our	
  freedom.	
  

We	
  will	
  con@nue	
  to	
  ask	
  for	
  items	
  from	
  you,	
  so	
  when	
  you	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  
store,	
  please	
  pick	
  up	
  an	
  extra	
  item	
  or	
  two	
  and	
  bring	
  it	
  to	
  the	
  
mee@ng.	
  	
  We	
  will	
  send	
  it	
  on	
  our	
  next	
  campaign,	
  which	
  is	
  Opera@on	
  
Christmas	
  Stocking.	
  	
  We	
  will	
  con@nue	
  to	
  put	
  the	
  soldier’s	
  wish	
  lists	
  
on	
  the	
  tables	
  at	
  our	
  mee@ngs	
  so	
  if	
  you	
  need	
  some	
  ideas	
  of	
  things	
  
they	
  may	
  want	
  or	
  need,	
  just	
  refer	
  to	
  our	
  list.

If	
  anyone	
  in	
  our	
  club	
  has	
  a	
  rela@ve	
  or	
  a	
  close	
  family	
  friend	
  serving	
  in	
  Afghanistan	
  or	
  anywhere	
  which	
  puts	
  them	
  in	
  
harm’s	
  way	
  as	
  they	
  defend	
  our	
  great	
  USA,	
  please	
  let	
  us	
  know.	
  	
  We	
  need	
  their	
  address	
  and	
  how	
  many	
  are	
  in	
  their	
  unit.	
  	
  
We	
  hear@ly	
  believe	
  in	
  suppor@ng	
  our	
  member’s	
  families	
  and	
  close	
  friends	
  first	
  and	
  foremost.	
  	
  Our	
  next	
  priority	
  is	
  
suppor@ng	
  Nevadans	
  and	
  then	
  we	
  support	
  all	
  troops	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  all	
  heroes	
  serving	
  our	
  great	
  country!

Even	
  though	
  we	
  aren’t	
  close	
  to	
  any	
  deadlines	
  for	
  a	
  campaign,	
  please	
  con@nue	
  to	
  donate	
  your	
  loose	
  change	
  to	
  our	
  
elephant	
  piggy	
  banks.	
  	
  The	
  money	
  does	
  add	
  up	
  and	
  all	
  proceeds	
  go	
  for	
  items	
  that	
  will	
  get	
  sent	
  to	
  our	
  troops.	
  	
  

Kate	
  Kelly	
  &	
  Judy	
  Kelly	
  
Co-­‐Chairs	
  Caring	
  for	
  American	
  Soldiers

Caring	
  for	
  American	
  Soldiers

ARWʼs Dedication to Literacy in Schools 

Did you know that reading is one way we shape our beliefs and character? By losing ourselves in a 
good book, we can find fundamental truths about our own lives and the lives of people around us. 
Reading broadens our horizons and opens our minds to new possibilities. Reading is the key to a good 
education. It allows a continuum of learning, enabling an individual to achieve his goals, reach his full 
potential, and participate fully in society.
 
For these reasons and many, many more it is important for us to support Literacy programs in our 
community. I would like to suggest that we collect new or very gently  used books and bring them to our 
monthly meetings. I will make sure they are delivered to the Kids to Kids program. And they will make 
sure that our donated books are delivered to schools that are in the greatest need. 
 
We also have the opportunity to donate some time by going to the various schools and reading 
to students! Modeling is one of the best ways of teaching. Having people from the community share a 
favorite book shows that reading and books are important to everyone, not just teachers. 
 
Please help us help our kids . If everyone brought one book a month....we would make a big difference 
to a classroom full of students eager to learn. But more importantly we are investing in their future !
 



Literacy

Starting Points for ChildrenÕs Summer Reading Fun

In the past this series of childrenÕs literacy articles has focused on the importance of reading to and 
with children beginning with the very youngest.  Summertime presents a very unique time to bring 
forward a time when children can stretch and grow their reading skills.  When our local temperatures 
reach their heights and outside activities are limited during certain hours of the day this is a chance 
to encourage reading as an activity.   As a parent, grandparent, or caregiver here are some starting 
points for great summer reading for children ages pre-school to 12 years old:

Clark County Summer Reading Program:

The 2010 Clark County Kids Summer Reading Program is June 1-July 31.  This summerÕs theme is 
ÒMake a Splash Ð READ!Ó  Reading logs can be picked up at any one of the branch libraries or 
downloaded from the Summer Reading Program website.  Benchmarks are 30 minutes of reading and 
any child who completes two hours of reading can earn an entry into the Grand Prize drawing.  When 
the entire reading log is completed the child earns a Gold Medal.  After July 31 one winner will be 
drawn from each branch to win the Grand Prize of a $50 Borders gift card. The Clark Count Kids 
summer Reading Program website is: 
http://www.lvccld.org/kids/srp/2010/index.html
**********************************************************************Two highly recommended 
reading lists for all purpose summer reading for elementary age children are the Reading is 
Fundamental List by Reading is Fundamental, Inc. (RIF) and the American Library Association Reading 
List.
Both of these lists can be found on one website for one stop shopping.  The introduction to these 
lists includes good strategies for introducing these books to the children. Both lists provide for 
ßexibility for reading abilities.  An activity link is also provided on the website.
http://www.udel.edu/ETL/RWN/ReadingLists.html

Reading is Fundamental Reading List:

The RIF list is broken down by grade levels; PreK-K aged children, Grades 1 through 3, and Grades 4 
through 6.

American Library Reading List:

The American Library Association Reading List is divided by age levels; Preschool, ages 5-7, ages 7-9, 
and ages 9-12. 

Take advantage of the above professionally developed resources.  Have a wonderful summer helping 
our child grow in their reading skills and reading adventures.

 Molly Governs
      ARW Literacy Chair

http://www.lvccld.org/kids/srp/2010/index.html
http://www.lvccld.org/kids/srp/2010/index.html
http://www.udel.edu/ETL/RWN/ReadingLists.html
http://www.udel.edu/ETL/RWN/ReadingLists.html


Peggy Micco Koning, President

ACTIVE Republican Women of Las Vegas

10885 Iris Canyon Lane

Las Vegas, NV 89135

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
FRIENDLY REMINDER:  DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

A C T I V E  R e p u b l i c a n  Wo m e n
Year 2010 Membership Application

Annual Dues: Check One:  New*_____   or Renewing   ____    DATE: _____/_____/______ 

Member ($30) ______      Associate ($15) _____     (Regular member of another club and men)

NAME _______________________________________________________________________
                                          (As it appears on Voter Registration)

ADDRESS_______________________________________________

CITY and STATE_____________________________ZIP__________

PHONE NUMBER ____-__________________                      CELL OR FAX NUMBER _______-__________________

EMAIL ADDRESS___________________________________________________      BIRTHDAY (MM/DD/YY) _____/_____/_____

*Referred/Sponsored by: (New Members Only)___________________________________

Signature: ________________________ ________________________________________                       DATE _____/_____/_____
I am a registered REPUBLICAN and I will support and work for the election of Republican candidates for office and encourage 
loyalty to the Republican Party.

Please make check payable to ARW and mail to Cherie Wood 1333 N. Buffalo Dr. Suite 135, Las Vegas, NV  89128
 


